Objective: To assess changes in the severity of physi¬ cian-diagnosed asthma between 1983 
little or no change in the severity of the disease. Asthma prevalence has increased recently in many parts of the world;7"12 in some instances, the rise in prevalence occurred without evidence of increased severity.1814 Indeed, some epidemiologic studies have suggested that increases both in asthma preva¬ lence and in hospitalizations for asthma might be due to factors other than a change in the disease itself. These would include diagnostic exchange, for exam¬ ple, a shift in labeling a given case from bronchitis or bronchiolitis to asthma; there is evidence that this has occurred among children. 15 Further, an increase in hospitalizations could be due to changes in practice patterns or service utilization without change of asthma severity; this also seems to have occurred. 16 Though asthma severity is 
